Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church,
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers.
Our priest is Fr. Paul Fedoroff, Priest-in-Charge.
You may reach him at priestpaulfedoroff@gmail.com or 518-573-7987 (cell)
Please join us for prayer and fellowship

Welcome to Father Paul and Matushka Jessica

From Father Paul’s ordination: left to right,
Rachel, Matushka Jessica, Catherine, Father Paul, Archbishop Michael

Saint Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and Apostle to America was born as Vasily Ivanovich Belavin on
January 19, 1865 into the family of Ioann Belavin, a rural priest of the Toropetz district of the Pskov diocese.
His childhood and adolescence were spent in the village in direct contact with peasants and their labor. From his
early years he displayed a particular religious disposition, love for the Church as well as rare meekness and
humility.
From 1878 to 1883, Vasily studied at the Pskov Theological Seminary. The modest seminarian was tender and
affectionate by nature. He was fair-haired and tall of stature. His fellow students liked and respected him for his
piety, brilliant progress in studies, and constant readiness to help comrades, who often turned to him for
explanations of lessons, especially for help in drawing up and correcting numerous compositions. Vasily was
called “bishop” and “patriarch” by his classmates.
In 1888 Vasily Belavin graduated from the Saint Petersburg Theological Academy as a layman, and returned to
the Pskov Seminary as an instructor of Moral and Dogmatic Theology. He led an austere and chaste life, and in
1891, when he turned 26, he took monastic vows. He was given the name Tikhon in honor of Saint Tikhon of
Zadonsk.
In 1892 he was raised to the rank of archimandrite. Archimandrite Tikhon was consecrated Bishop of Lublin in
1897 and on September 14, 1898, Bishop Tikhon was made Bishop of the Aleutians and Alaska. As head of the
Orthodox Church in America, Bishop Tikhon was a zealous laborer in the Lord’s vineyard. He did much to
promote the spread of Orthodoxy, and to improve his vast diocese. He reorganized the diocesan structure, and
changed its name from “Diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska” to “Diocese of the Aleutians and North America”
in 1900. Both clergy and laity loved their archpastor, and held him in such esteem that the Americans made
Archbishop Tikhon an honorary citizen of the United States.
On May 22, 1901, he blessed the cornerstone for Saint Nicholas Cathedral in New York, and was also involved
in establishing other churches. On November 9, 1902, he consecrated the church of Saint Nicholas in Brooklyn
for the Syrian Orthodox immigrants. Two weeks later, he consecrated Saint Nicholas Cathedral in NY.
In 1905, the American Mission was made an Archdiocese, and Saint Tikhon was elevated to the rank of
Archbishop. He had two vicar bishops:Saint Innocent in Alaska, and Saint Raphael in Brooklyn to assist him in
administering his large, ethnically diverse diocese. In June of 1905, Saint Tikhon gave his blessing for the
establishment of Saint Tikhon’s Monastery, named for Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk, his patron saint.
In 1907, he returned to Russia. He became Bishop, then Metropolitan of Moscow, then in 1917 chosen as
Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church. Saint Tikhon served until his death in 1925, during the most
difficult years of the Revolution and its aftermath. Those years included schism, famine, and confiscation of
sacred items by the government, resulting in his imprisonment.
Saint Tikhon did not change after becoming the primate of the Russian Orthodox Church. In accepting the will
of the council, Patriarch Tikhon referred to the scroll that the Prophet Ezekiel had to eat, on which was written,
“Lamentations, mourning, and woe.” He foresaw that his ministry would be filled with affliction and tears, but
through all his suffering, he remained the same accessible, unassuming, and kindly person.
It would be difficult to imagine the Russian Orthodox Church without Patriarch Tikhon during those years. He
did so much for the Church and for the strengthening of the Faith itself during those difficult years of trial.
Perhaps the saint’s own words can best sum up his life: “May God teach every one of us to strive for His truth,
and for the good of the Holy Church, rather than something for our own sake.”
Excerpted and edited. To read the full entry: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/10/09/102906-glorificationof-saint-tikhon-apostle-to-america

