
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
	

Synaxis	of	the	Saints	of	North	America	
July	7	
	

	
	

First row: Holy Martyr Peter the Aleut, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Saint Herman of Alaska 

Second Row: Saint Nicholas of Zicha, Saint Raphael of Brooklyn, Saint John of San Francisco, The 
Most Holy Theotokos, Saint Innocent of Alaska, Holy Hiermonk Juvenal, Saint Tikhon the Confessor 

Third Row: Saint John of Chicago, Saint Alexander of New York, Blessed Olga of Alaska, Saint Jacob 
of Alaska, Saint Alexis of Wilkes-Barre, Holy Martyr Vasily of Alaska and New York 

Upper Left Corner: Saint Brendan the Navigator 

Icon by Seraphim O’Keefe at Holy Cross Orthodox Church in Linthicum, Maryland 
 

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

 Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com 
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833  

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
 

Upcoming Services:    
Saturday, July 6, 13     
Great Vespers: 5pm 
Sunday, July 7, 14 
Divine Liturgy: 10am 
Coffee and fellowship will 
follow the service   

The above services are at 
St. Olympia Church 
34 North Main Street 
Norwood, NY, 13668 

Mailing Address               
St.Olympia Orthodox 
Church PO Box 122 
Canton, NY13617  

 



Saint John [Maximovitch],  
Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco 

July 2 
 

Our Father among the Saints John (Maximovitch), Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco (1896-1966), was a 
diocesan bishop of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia (ROCOR) who served widely from China to France to 
the United States. 

Saint John departed this life on June 19 (O.S.) / July 2 (N.S.), 1966, and was officially glorified by the Russian 
Orthodox Church Abroad on July 2, 1994. His glorification was later recognized for universal veneration by the 
Patriarchate of Moscow on July 2, 2008. 

 

 
Life 

The future Saint John was born on June 4, 1896, in the village of Adamovka in Kharkiv province to pious aristocrats, 
Boris and Glafira Maximovitch. He was given the baptismal name of Michael, after the Holy Archangel Michael. In his 
youth, Michael was sickly and had a poor appetite, but he displayed an intense religious interest. He was educated at the 
Poltava Military School (1907-14); Kharkiv Imperial University, from which he received a law degree (in 1918); and the 
University of Belgrade (where he completed his theological education in 1925). 

He and his family fled their country as the Bolshevik revolutionaries descended on the country, emigrating to 
Yugoslavia. There, he enrolled in the Department of Theology of the University of Belgrade. He was tonsured a monk in 
1926 by Metropolitan Anthony (Khrapovitsky) of Kharkov (later the first primate of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia). Metropolitan Anthony later in 1926 ordained him hierodeacon. Bishop Gabriel of Chelyabinsk 
ordained him hieromonk on November 21, 1926. Subsequent to his ordination he began an active life of teaching in a 
Serbian high school and serving, at the request of local Greeks and Macedonians, in the Greek language. With the growth 
of his popularity, the bishops of the Russian Church Aboard resolved to elevate him to the episcopate. 

Hieromonk John was consecrated bishop on May 28, 1934, with Metropolitan Anthony serving as principal 
consecrator, after which he was assigned to the Diocese of Shanghai. Twelve years later he was named Archbishop of 
China. Upon his arrival in Shanghai, Bishop John began working to restore unity among the various Orthodox 
nationalities. In time, he worked to build a large cathedral church that was dedicated to Surety of Sinners Icon to the 
Mother of God, with a bell tower and large parish house. Additionally, he inspired many activities: building of churches, 
hospitals, and orphanages among the Orthodox and Russians of Shanghai. He was intensely active, constantly praying and 
serving the daily cycle of services, while also visiting the sick with the Holy Gifts. He often would walk barefooted even 
in the coldest days. Yet to avoid the appearance of secular glory, he would pretend to act the fool. 

With the end of World War II and the coming to power of the communists in China, Bishop John led the exodus of his 
community from Shanghai in 1949. Initially, he helped some 5,000 refugees to a camp on the island of Tubabao in the 
Philippines, while he travelled successfully to Washington, D.C., to lobby to amend the law to allow these refugees to 
enter the United States. It was while on this trip that Bishop John took time to establish a parish in Washington dedicated 
to Saint John the Forerunner. 

In 1951, Archbishop John was assigned to the Archdiocese of Western Europe with his cathedra in Paris. During his 
time there, he also served as archpastor of the Orthodox Church of France, whose restored Gallican liturgy he studied and 
then celebrated. He was the principal consecrator of the Orthodox Church of France's first modern bishop, Jean-Nectaire 
(Kovalevsky) of Saint-Denis, and ordained to the priesthood the man who would become its second bishop, Germain 
(Bertrand-Hardy) of Saint-Denis. 

In 1962, Archbishop John was assigned to the Diocese of San Francisco, succeeding his long time friend Archbishop 
Tikhon. Archbishop John's days in San Francisco were to prove sorrowful as he attempted to heal the great disunity in his 



community. He was able to bring peace such that the new cathedral, dedicated to the Joy of all Who Sorrow Icon of the 
Mother of God, was completed. 

Deeply revering Saint John of Kronstadt, Archbishop John played an active role in preparation of his canonization. 
He reposed during a visit to Seattle on July 2, 1966, while accompanying a tour of the Kursk-Root Icon of the Mother of 
God. He was laid to rest in a crypt chapel under the main altar of the new cathedral. 
 
CREDIT: www.monasteryofstjohn.org/?p=about_st_john 
	

Your	care	for	your	flock	in	its	sojourn	prefigured	your	prayers,	
which	you	always	offer	up	for	the	whole	world.	

Thus	we	believe,	having	come	to	know	your	love,	O	holy	hierarch	and	wonderworker	John.	
Wholly	sanctified	by	God	through	the	ministry	of	the	all-pure	Mysteries,	

and	ever	strengthened	by	them	yourself,	
you	hastened	to	the	suffering,	O	healer,	easing	their	afflictions.	

Hasten	now	to	help	us,	who	honor	you	with	all	our	heart.	
Troparion	

 
Highly recommended: the full article can be read at https://orthochristian.com/54575.html 
 
Life And Miracles Of St. John (Maximovich) of Shanghai And San Francisco—One of the Greatest Saints of the 20th 
Century, by Bishop Alexander (Mileant), 7/2/2012 

	
Synaxis	of	the	Saints	of	North	America	

July	7	
  

On the second Sunday after Pentecost, each local Orthodox Church commemorates all the saints, known and 
unknown, who have shone forth in its territory. Accordingly, the Orthodox Church in America remembers the saints of 
North America on this day. Saints of all times, and in every country are seen as the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
redeem fallen humanity. Their example encourages us to “lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily besets us” 
and to “run with patience the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). The saints of North America also teach us how 
we should live, and what we must expect to endure as Christians. Although it is a relatively young church, the Orthodox 
Church in America has produced saints in nearly all of the six major categories of saints: Apostles (and Equals of the 
Apostles); Martyrs (and Confessors); Prophets; Hierarchs; Monastic Saints; and the Righteous. Prophets, of course, lived 
in Old Testament times and predicted the coming of Christ. 

The first Divine Liturgy in what is now American territory (northern latitude 58 degrees, 14 minutes, western 
longitude 141 degrees) was celebrated on July 20, 1741, the Feast of the Prophet Elias, aboard the ship Peter under the 
command of Vitus Bering. Hieromonk Hilarion Trusov and the priest Ignatius Kozirevsky served together on that 
occasion. Several years later, the Russian merchant Gregory I. Shelikov visited Valaam monastery, suggesting to the 
abbot that it would be desirable to send missionaries to Russian America. 

On September 24, 1794, after a journey of 7,327 miles (the longest missionary journey in Orthodox history) and 293 
days, a group of monks from Valaam arrived on Kodiak Island in Alaska. The mission was headed by Archimandrite 
Joasaph, and included Hieromonks Juvenal, Macarius, and Athanasius, the Hierodeacons Nectarius and Stephen, and the 
monks Herman and Joasaph. Saint Herman of Alaska (December 13, August 9), the last surviving member of the mission, 
fell asleep in the Lord in 1837. 

Throughout the Church’s history, the seeds of faith have always been watered by the blood of the martyrs. The 
Protomartyr Juvenal was killed near Lake Iliamna by natives in 1799, thus becoming the first Orthodox Christian to shed 
his blood for Christ in the New World. In 1816, Saint Peter the Aleut was put to death by Spanish missionaries in 
California when he refused to convert to Roman Catholicism. 

Missionary efforts continued in the nineteenth century, with outreach to the native peoples of Alaska. Two of the most 
prominent laborers in Christ’s Vineyard were Saint Innocent Veniaminov (March 31 and October 6) and Saint Jacob 
Netsvetov (July 26), who translated Orthodox services and books into the native languages. Father Jacob Netsvetev died 
in Sitka in 1864 after a life of devoted service to the Church. Father John Veniaminov, after his wife’s death, received 
monastic tonsure with the name Innocent. He died in 1879 as the Metropolitan of Moscow. 



As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, an event of enormous significance for the North American Church 
took place. On March 25, 1891, Bishop Vladimir went to Minneapolis to receive Saint Alexis Toth (May 7) and 361 of his 
parishioners into the Orthodox Church. This was the beginning of the return of many Uniates to Orthodoxy. 

Saint Tikhon (Bellavin), the future Patriarch of Moscow (April 7, October 9), came to America as bishop of the 
diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska in September 1898. As the only Orthodox bishop on the continent, Saint Tikhon 
traveled extensively throughout North America in order to minister to his widely scattered and diverse flock. He realized 
that the local church here could not be a permanent extension of the Russian Church. Therefore, he focused his efforts on 
giving the American Church a diocesan and parish structure which would help it mature and grow. 

Saint Tikhon returned to Russia in 1907, and was elected as Patriarch of Moscow ten years later. He died in 1925, and 
for many years his exact burial place remained unknown. Saint Tikhon’s grave was discovered on February 22, 1992 in 
the smaller cathedral of Our Lady of the Don in the Don Monastery when a fire made renovation of the church necessary. 

Saint Raphael of Brooklyn (February 27) was the first Orthodox bishop to be consecrated in North America. 
Archimandrite Raphael Hawaweeny was consecrated by Bishop Tikhon and Bishop Innocent (Pustynsky) at Saint 
Nicholas Cathedral in New York on March 13, 1904. As Bishop of Brooklyn, Saint Raphael was a trusted and capable 
assistant to Saint Tikhon in his archpastoral ministry. Saint Raphael reposed on February 27, 1915. 

The first All American Council took place March 5-7, 1907 at Mayfield, PA, and the main topic was “How to expand 
the mission.” Guidelines and directions for missionary activity, and statutes for the administrative structure of parishes 
were also set forth. 

In the twentieth century, in the aftermath of the Russian Revolution, countless men, women, and children received the 
crown of martyrdom rather than renounce Christ. Saints John Kochurov (October 31) and Alexander Hotovitzky 
(December 4 and August 7) both served the Church in North America before going back to Russia. Saint John became the 
first clergyman to be martyred in Russia on October 31, 1917 in Saint Petersburg. Saint Alexander Hotovitzky, who 
served in America until 1914, was killed in 1937. 

In addition to the saints listed above, we also honor those saints who are known only to God, and have not been 
recognized officially by the Church. As we contemplate the lives of these saints, let us remember that we are also called 
by God to a life of holiness. 

 

 
 
As the bountiful harvest of Your sowing of salvation, the lands of North America offer to 
You, O Lord, all the saints who have shone in them. By their prayers keep the Church and 
our land in abiding peace through the Theotokos, O most Merciful One. 

Troparion 
 
Today the choir of Saints who were pleasing to God in the lands of North America now 
stands before us in the Church and invisibly prays to God for us. With them the angels glorify 
Him, and all the saints of the Church of Christ keep festival with them; and together they all 
pray for us to the Pre-Eternal God. 

Kontakion 
 



PARISH CURRENT NEEDS! 
Holy Mother Olympia, Pray to God for us! 

 
PROTECTING OUR STAINED-GLASS WINDOWS 
We have finished scraping, priming, and painting the exterior trim of four stained-glass altar windows in the 
altar. These are ready for the plexiglass storm windows needed for both protection and energy efficiency—this 
will keep the altar cooler in summer and warmer in winter!  To date, we have raised approximately $1500 of the 
$2,800 needed for all four windows.  Please contribute toward this project. Every little bit helps.  Go 
to saintolympiaorthodoxchurch.org to donate online or send a check to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, P.O. Box 
122, Canton, NY 13668. 
   
SUMMER CHURCH PROJECT – Re-mortaring the stone foundation and re-sloping the ground. 
All workers at all skill levels welcome!  
  
Phase 1 Ted Ritzko will lead this project kick-off by showing people how to remove old mortar, mix and apply 
new mortar in the gaps in our foundation. The more willing hands we have, the faster this will go.  No previous 
mortaring experience necessary.  If we do not finish within the day, we will continue in the late afternoon on the 
following days.   
 
Phase 2 will be scheduled upon completion of Phase 1.  This will involve re-sloping the earth on the north and 
west sides of the church so that water doesn’t flow towards the foundation and into the basement.  We will 
spread stone and then topsoil.  When that is done, we will need to reseed the lawn. 
 
 

HELP KEEP OUR CHURCH BEAUTIFUL 
Holy Mother Olympia, Pray to God for us! 

 
Can you give a little time on a Friday afternoon at 4:30 pm? 
If so, come help John and Jonathan keep our church clean.  
You could help 

Vacuum 
Clean the kitchen 
Clean a bathroom 
Wash a floor (upstairs or down) 
Wash a basement window or two, inside or out 
Sift the candle sand and replenish  
Spray or pull up weeds  
Trim bushes 
Sweep the south sidewalk or front steps 
Dust and when needed, polish a few pews 
Dust windowsills and icons 
Wipe down a wood paneled wall in lower level or stair well with Old English 
Do something you see that needs doing  (check in with John or Jonathan just in case!) 

 
Meanwhile, by your prayers, our parish and our parish building will blossom! 
	

	



UPCOMING	DIOCESAN	&	PARISH	EVENTS	
 
Parish Council Conference on Parish Management 
(NY State Deanery, East) 
Saturday, July 6, 2024 10am to 3pm  
Christ the Savior Church 
349 Eastline Rd, Ballston Lake, NY 12019 
 
Potsdam Summer Fest – Saint Olympia Orthodox Church Booth 
Saturday, July 13 Save the date! 
 
Diocesan Council Meeting 
Tuesday, July 23, 11:00 AM -1:30 PM 
Bronxville, NY 
 
Saint Olympia Feast Day Celebration with Archbishop Michael 
Wednesday, July 24, Vigil 
Thursday, July 25, Divine Liturgy 

Fellowship meal will follow at the Hermitage of Saint Olympia 
 

 

 
 
 

“Remember	that	not	a	single	word	is	lost	during	prayer,	
if	you	say	it	from	your	heart;		

	
God	hears	each	word,	and	weighs	it	in	a	balance.	

Sometimes	it	seems	to	us	that	our	words	only	strike	the	air	in	vain,	
and	sound	as	the	voice	of	one	crying	in	the	wilderness.	

	
No,	no;	it	is	not	so!...	

The	Lord	responds	to	every	desire	of	the	heart,	
	expressed	in	words	or	unexpressed.”	

	
St.	John	of	Kronstadt	

	


