
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
	

The	Holy	Glorious	and	All-Praised	Leaders	
of	the	Apostles,	Peter	and	Paul	

June	29	

	
Synaxis	of	All	Saints	

June30	
	

O	first-enthroned	of	the	Apostles,	and	teachers	of	the	universe,	intercede	with	the	
Master	of	all	to	grant	peace	to	the	world,	and	to	our	souls	great	mercy.	

Troparion		
	

Today	Christ	the	Rock	glorifies	with	highest	honor	the	rock	of	Faith	and	leader	of	the	
Apostles,	together	with	Paul	and	the	company	of	the	Twelve,	whose	memory	we	
celebrate	with	eagerness	of	faith,	giving	glory	to	Him	Who	glorified	them!	

Kontakion	
	

	

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

 Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com 
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833  

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
 

Upcoming Services:    
Saturday, Jun 29, Jul 6     
Great Vespers: 5pm 
Sunday, Jun 30, Jul 7 
Divine Liturgy: 10am 
Coffee and fellowship will 
follow the service   

The above services are at 
St. Olympia Church 
34 North Main Street 
Norwood, NY, 13668 

Mailing Address               
St.Olympia Orthodox 
Church PO Box 122 
Canton, NY13617  

 



Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo 
(From the OCA website) 

 
Today the Holy Church piously remembers the sufferings of the Holy Glorious and All-Praised Apostles Peter and 

Paul. 
Saint Peter, the fervent follower of Jesus Christ, for the profound confession of His Divinity: “Thou art the Christ, the 

Son of the Living God,” was deemed worthy by the Savior to hear in answer, “Blessed art thou, Simon ... I tell thee, that 
thou art Peter [Petrus], and on this stone [petra] I build My Church” (Matthew.16: 16-18). On “this stone” [petra], is on 
that which thou sayest: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God” it is on this thy confession I build My Church. 
Wherefore the “thou art Peter”: it is from the “stone” [petra] that Peter [Petrus] is, and not from Peter [Petrus] that the 
“stone” [petra] is, just as the Christian is from Christ, and not Christ from the Christian. Do you want to know, from what 
sort of “rock” [petra] the Apostle Peter [Petrus] was named? Hear the Apostle Paul: “Brethren, I do not want ye to be 
ignorant,” says the Apostle of Christ, “how all our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and all 
were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ” (1 Cor.10: 1-4).... 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the final days of His earthly life, in the days of His mission to the race of man, chose from 
among the disciples His twelve Apostles to preach the Word of God. Among them, the Apostle Peter for his fiery ardor 
was vouchsafed to occupy the first place (Mt.10:2) and to be as it were the representative person for all the Church. 
Therefore it is said to him, preferentially, after the confession: “I will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound in the heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth: shall be 
loosed in heaven” (Mt.16: 19). Therefore it was not one man, but rather the One Universal Church, that received these 
“keys” and the right “to bind and loosen.” And that it was actually the Church that received this right, and not exclusively 
a single person, turn your attention to another place of the Scriptures, where the same Lord says to all His Apostles, 
“Receive ye the Holy Spirit” and further after this, “Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them: and whose 
soever sins ye retain, are retained” (John 20: 22-23); or: “whatsoever ye bind upon the earth, shall be bound in Heaven: 
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosened in heaven” (Mt.18:18). Thus, it is the Church that binds, the 
Church that loosens; the Church, built upon the foundational cornerstone, Jesus Christ Himself (Eph 2:20), doth bind and 
loosen. Let both the binding and the loosening be feared: the loosening, in order not to fall under this again; the binding, 
in order not to remain forever in this condition. Therefore “Iniquities ensnare a man, and everyone is bound in the chains 
of his own sins,” says Wisdom (Prov 5:22); and except for Holy Church nowhere is it possible to receive the loosening. 

After His Resurrection the Lord entrusted the Apostle Peter to shepherd His spiritual flock not because, that among 
the disciples only Peter alone was pre-deserved to shepherd the flock of Christ, but Christ addresses Himself chiefly to 
Peter because, that Peter was first among the Apostles and as such the representative of the Church; besides which, having 
turned in this instance to Peter alone, as to the top Apostle, Christ by this confirms the unity of the Church. “Simon of 
John” -- says the Lord to Peter -- “lovest thou Me?” -- and the Apostle answered: “Yea, Lord, Thou knowest that I love 
Thee”; and a second time it was thus asked, and a second time he thus answered; being asked a third time, seeing that as it 
were not believed, he was saddened. But how is it possible for him not to believe That One, Who knew his heart? And 
wherefore then Peter answered: “Lord, Thou knowest all; Thou knowest that I love Thee.” “And sayeth Jesus to him” all 
three times “Feed My sheep” (John 20:15-17). 

Besides this, the triple appealing of the Savior to Peter and the triple confession of Peter before the Lord had a 
particular beneficial purpose for the Apostle. That one, to whom was given “the keys of the kingdom” and the right “to 
bind and to loose,” bound himself thrice by fear and cowardice (Mt.26:69-75), and the Lord thrice loosens him by His 
appeal and in turn by his confession of strong love. And to shepherd literally the flock of Christ was acquired by all the 
Apostles and their successors. “Take heed, therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,” the Apostle Paul urges church 
presbyters, “over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased 
with His own blood” (Acts 20:28); and the Apostle Peter to the elders: “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the oversight thereof not by constraint, but willingly: not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: neither as being lords over 
God’s heritage, but being examples to the flock. And when is appeared the Prince of pastors, ye will receive unfading 
crowns of glory” (1 Pet. 5:2-4). 

It is remarkable that Christ, having said to Peter: “Feed My sheep,” did not say: “Feed thy sheep,” but rather to feed, 
good servant, the sheep of the Lord. “Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul?” (1 Cor.1:13). “Feed My sheep”. Wherefore “wolfish robbers, wolfish oppressors, deceitful teachers and 
mercenaries, not being concerned about the flock” (Mt.7:15; Acts 20:29; 2 Pet 2:1; John 10:12), having plundered a 
strange flock and making of the spoils as though it be of their own particular gain, they think that they feed their flock. 
Such are not good pastors, as pastors of the Lord. “The good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (John 10:11), 



entrusted to Him by the chief Shepherd Himself (1 Pet 5:4). And the Apostle Peter, true to his calling, gave his soul for 
the very flock of Christ, having sealed his apostleship by a martyr’s death, is now glorified throughout all the world. 

The Apostle Paul, formerly Saul, was changed from a robbing wolf into a meek lamb. Formerly he was an enemy of 
the Church, then is manifest as an Apostle. Formerly he stalked it, then preached it. Having received from the high priests 
the authority at large to throw all Christians in chains for execution, he was already on the way, he breathed out 
“threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord” (Acts 9:1), he thirsted for blood, but “He that dwells in the 
Heavens shall laugh him to scorn” (Ps 2:4). When he, “having persecuted and vexed” in such manner “the Church of 
God” (1Cor.15:9; Acts 8:5), he came near Damascus, and the Lord from Heaven called to him: “Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me?” and I am here, and I am there, I am everywhere: here is My head; there is My body. There becomes 
nothing of a surprise in this; we ourselves are members of the Body of Christ. “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me; it is 
hard for thee to kick against the goad” (Acts 9:4-5). Saul, however, “trembling and frightened”, cried out: “Who art Thou, 
Lord?” The Lord answered him, “I am Jesus Whom thou persecutest.” 

And Saul suddenly undergoes a change: “What wantest Thou me to do?” -- he cries out. And suddenly for him there is 
the Voice: “Arise, and go to the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). Here the Lord sends Ananias: 
“Arise and go into the street” to a man, “by the name of Saul,” and baptize him, “for this one is a chosen vessel unto Me, 
to bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” (Acts 9: 11, 15, 18). This vessel must be filled 
with My Grace. “Ananias, however, answered: Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he hath done 
to Thy saints in Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Thy Name” (Acts 
9:13-14). But the Lord urgently commands Ananias: “Search for and fetch him, for this vessel is chosen by Me: for I shall 
show him what great things he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:11, 15-16). 

And actually the Lord did show the Apostle Paul what things he had to suffer for His Name. He instructed him the 
deeds; He did not stop at the chains, the fetters, the prisons and shipwrecks; He Himself felt for him in his sufferings, He 
Himself guided him towards this day. On a single day the memory of the sufferings of both these Apostles is celebrated, 
though they suffered on separate days, but by the spirit and the closeness of their suffering they constitute one. Peter went 
first, and Paul followed soon after him. Formerly called Saul, and then Paul, having transformed his pride into humility. 
His very name (Paulus), meaning “small, little, less,” demonstrates this. What is the Apostle Paul after this? Ask him, and 
he himself gives answer to this: “I am,” says he, “the least of the Apostles... but I have labored more abundantly than all 
of them: yet not I, but the grace of God, which was with me” (1 Cor.15:9-10). 

And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul, remembering their venerable 
sufferings, we esteem their true faith and holy life, we esteem the innocence of their sufferings and pure confession. 
Loving in them the sublime quality and imitating them by great exploits, “in which to be likened to them” (2 Thess 3: 5-
9), and we shall attain to that eternal bliss which is prepared for all the saints. The path of our life before was more 
grievous, thornier, harder, but “we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12: 1), having 
passed by along it, made now for us easier, and lighter, and more readily passable. First there passed along it “the author 
and finisher of our faith,” our Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Heb 12: 2); His daring Apostles followed after Him; then the 
martyrs, children, women, virgins and a great multitude of witnesses. Who acted in them and helped them on this path? 
He Who said, “Without Me ye can do nothing” (John 15: 5). 

 
Synaxis of All Saints 

June 30 
 

As	with	fine	porphyry	and	royal	purple,	Your	church	has	been	adorned	with	Your	martyrs’	blood	
shed	throughout	all	the	world.	She	cries	to	You,	O	Christ	God:	Send	down	Your	bounties	on	Your	
people,	grant	peace	to	Your	habitation,	and	great	mercy	to	our	souls!		(Troparion)	

 
The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those who are known to us, and those who are known 

only to God. There have been saints at all times, and they have come from every corner of the earth. They were Apostles, 
Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected by the same Holy Spirit. 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above our fallen state and to attain sainthood, thereby 
fulfilling God’s directive to “be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). Therefore, it is fitting to 
commemorate All Saints on the first Sunday after Pentecost. 

This feast may have originated at an early date, perhaps as a celebration of all martyrs, then it was broadened to 
include all men and women who had borne witness to Christ by their virtuous lives, even if they did not shed their blood 
for Him. 



Saint Peter of Damascus, in his “Fourth Stage of Contemplation,” mentions five categories of saints: Apostles, 
Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, and Monastic Saints (Philokalia [in English] Vol. 3, p.131). He is actually quoting from 
the Octoechos, Tone 2 for Saturday Matins, kathisma after the first stichology. 

Saint Νikόdēmos of the Holy Mountain (July 14) adds the Righteous to Saint Peter’s five categories. The list of Saint 
Νikόdēmos is found in his book The Fourteen Epistles of Saint Paul (Venice, 1819, p. 384) in his discussion of I 
Corinthians 12:28. 

The hymnology for the feast of All Saints also lists six categories: “Rejoice, assembly of the Apostles, Prophets of the 
Lord, loyal choirs of the Martyrs, divine Hierarchs, Monastic Fathers, and the Righteous....” 

Some of the saints are described as Confessors, a category which does not appear in the above lists. Since they are 
similar in spirit to the martyrs, they are regarded as belonging to the category of Martyrs. They were not put to death as 
the Martyrs were, but they boldly confessed Christ and came close to being executed for their faith. Saint Maximus the 
Confessor (January 21) is such a saint. 

The order of these six types of saints seems to be based on their importance to the Church. The Apostles are listed 
first, because they were the first to spread the Gospel throughout the world. The Martyrs come next because of their 
example of courage in professing their faith before the enemies and persecutors of the Church, which encouraged other 
Christians to remain faithful to Christ even unto death. Although they come first chronologically, the Prophets are listed 
after the Apostles and Martyrs. This is because the Old Testament Prophets saw only the shadows of things to come, 
whereas the Apostles and Martyrs experienced them firsthand. The New Testament also takes precedence over the Old 
Testament. 

The holy Hierarchs comprise the fourth category. They are the leaders of their flocks, teaching them by their word 
and their example. The Monastic Saints are those who withdrew from this world to live in monasteries, or in seclusion. 
They did not do this out of hatred for the world, but in order to devote themselves to unceasing prayer, and to do battle 
against the power of the demons. Although some people erroneously believe that monks and nuns are useless and 
unproductive, Saint John Climacus had a high regard for them: “Angels are a light for monks, and the monastic life is a 
light for all men” (LADDER, Step 26:31). 

The last category, the Righteous, are those who attained holiness of life while living “in the world.” Examples 
include Abraham and his wife Sarah, Job, Saints Joachim and Anna, Saint Joseph the Betrothed, Saint Juliana of 
Lazarevo, and others. 

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Leo VI 
the Wise (886-911). His wife, the Holy Empress Theophano (December 16) lived in the world, but was not attached to 
worldly things. She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was generous to the monasteries. She was a true mother to her 
subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and consoling the sorrowful. 

Even before the death of Saint Theophano in 893 or 894, her husband started to build a church, intending to dedicate 
it to Theophano, but she forbade him to do so. It was this emperor who decreed that the Sunday after Pentecost be 
dedicated to All Saints. Believing that his wife was one of the righteous, he knew that she would also be honored 
whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated. 
	
The	universe	offers	You	the	God-bearing	martyrs,	as	the	first	fruits	of	creation,	O	Lord	and	Creator.	
Through	the	Theotokos,	and	their	prayers	establish	Your	Church	in	peace!		(Kontakion)	
	

	

	
 



PARISH CURRENT NEEDS! 
Holy Mother Olympia, Pray to God for us! 

 
PROTECTING OUR STAINED-GLASS WINDOWS 
We have finished scraping, priming, and painting the exterior trim of four stained-glass altar windows in the 
altar. These are ready for the plexiglass storm windows needed for both protection and energy efficiency—this 
will keep the altar cooler in summer and warmer in winter!  To date, we have raised approximately $1500 of the 
$2,800 needed for all four windows.  Please contribute toward this project. Every little bit helps.  Go 
to saintolympiaorthodoxchurch.org to donate online or send a check to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, P.O. Box 
122, Canton, NY 13668. 
   
SUMMER CHURCH PROJECT – Re-mortaring the stone foundation and re-sloping the ground. 
All workers at all skill levels welcome!  
  
Phase 1 Ted Ritzko will lead this project kick-off by showing people how to remove old mortar, mix and apply 
new mortar in the gaps in our foundation. The more willing hands we have, the faster this will go.  No previous 
mortaring experience necessary.  If we do not finish within the day, we will continue in the late afternoon on the 
following days.   
 
Phase 2 will be scheduled upon completion of Phase 1.  This will involve re-sloping the earth on the north and 
west sides of the church so that water doesn’t flow towards the foundation and into the basement.  We will 
spread stone and then topsoil.  When that is done, we will need to reseed the lawn. 
 
 

HELP KEEP OUR CHURCH BEAUTIFUL 
Holy Mother Olympia, Pray to God for us! 

 
Can you give a little time on a Friday afternoon at 4:30 pm? 
If so, come help John and Jonathan keep our church clean.  
You could help 

Vacuum 
Clean the kitchen 
Clean a bathroom 
Wash a floor (upstairs or down) 
Wash a basement window or two, inside or out 
Sift the candle sand and replenish  
Spray or pull up weeds  
Trim bushes 
Sweep the south sidewalk or front steps 
Dust and when needed, polish a few pews 
Dust windowsills and icons 
Wipe down a wood paneled wall in lower level or stair well with Old English 
Do something you see that needs doing  (check in with John or Jonathan just in case!) 

 
Meanwhile, by your prayers, our parish and our parish building will blossom! 
	

	



UPCOMING	DIOCESAN	&	PARISH	EVENTS	
 
Parish Council Conference on Parish Management 
(NY State Deanery, East) 
Saturday, July 6, 2024 10am to 3pm  
Christ the Savior Church 
349 Eastline Rd, Ballston Lake, NY 12019 
 
Potsdam Summer Fest – Saint Olympia Orthodox Church Booth 
Saturday, July 13 Save the date! 
 
Diocesan Council Meeting 
Tuesday, July 23, 11:00 AM -1:30 PM 
Bronxville, NY 
 
Saint Olympia Feast Day Celebration with Archbishop Michael 
Wednesday, July 24, Vigil 
Thursday, July 25, Divine Liturgy 

Fellowship meal will follow at the Hermitage of Saint Olympia 
 

 

 
 
 
The	Jesus	Prayer	is	work	common	to	angels	and	humans.	With	this	prayer	people	attain	to	the	life	of	
the	angels	in	a	short	time.	The	prayer	is	the	source	of	all	good	works	and	virtues	and	drives	the	dark	
passions	far	away	from	man.	
	
In	a	short	time	it	makes	a	man	capable	of	acquiring	the	grace	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
	
Acquire	it,	and	before	you	die	you	will	have	acquired	an	angelic	soul.	The	prayer	is	divine	rejoicing.	
No	other	spiritual	weapon	can	so	effectively	restrain	the	demons.	It	burns	them	as	fire	burns	a	wick.	
	

+	St.	Paisios	Velichkovsk	
	
	

	

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 


