ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AHERICA
Diocese oF NY anp NJ

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church,

a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers.

Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833

Upcoming Services:
Saturday, April 22, 29
Great Vespers: 5pm

Sunday, April 23, 30
Divine Liturgy: 10am

Coffee and fellowship will
follow the service

The above services are at
St. Olympia Church

34 North Main Street
Norwood, NY, 13668

Mailing Address
St.Olympia Orthodox
Church PO Box 122
Canton, NY13617

Please join us for prayer and fellowship.

Antipascha: Saint Thomas Sunday
April 23

Sunday of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women

with the Noble Joseph
April 30

The angel came to the myrrhbearing women at the tomb and said:
Myrrh is meet for the dead; but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption!
So proclaim: The Lord is risen, granting the world great mercy!

Troparion for the Holy Myrrhbearing Women



Antipascha: Saint Thomas Sunday
April 23

Some icons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting Thomas.” This is incorrect. In Greek, the inscription
reads, “The Touching of Thomas.” The Slavonic inscription is, “The Belief of Thomas.” When Saint Thomas touched the
Life-giving side of the Lord, he no longer had any doubts.

This day is also known as “Antipascha.” This does not mean “opposed to Pascha,” but “in place of Pascha.”
Beginning with this first Sunday after Pascha, the Church dedicates every Sunday of the year to the Lord’s Resurrection.
Sunday is called “Resurrection” in Russian, and “the Lord’s Day” in Greek.

Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark
April 25

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark, also known as John Mark (Acts 12:12), was one of the Seventy Apostles, and
was also a nephew of Saint Barnabas (June 11). He was born at Jerusalem. The house of his mother Mary adjoined the
Garden of Gethsemane. As Church Tradition relates, on the night that Christ was betrayed he followed after Him,
wrapped only in a linen cloth. He was seized by soldiers, and fled away naked, leaving the cloth behind (Mark 14:51-52).
After the Ascension of the Lord, the house of his mother Mary became a place where Christians gathered, and a place of
lodging for some of the Apostles (Acts 12:12).

Saint Mark was a very close companion of the Apostles Peter and Paul (June 29) and Barnabas. Saint Mark was at
Seleucia with Paul and Barnabas, and from there he set off to the island of Cyprus, and he traversed the whole of it from
east to west. In the city of Paphos, Saint Mark witnessed the blinding of the sorcerer Elymas by Saint Paul (Acts 13:6-12).
After working with the Apostle Paul, Saint Mark returned to Jerusalem, and then went to Rome with the Apostle Peter.
From there, he set out for Egypt, where he established a local Church.

Saint Mark met Saint Paul in Antioch. From there he went with Saint Barnabas to Cyprus, and then he went to Egypt
again, where he and Saint Peter founded many churches. Then he went to Babylon. From this city the Apostle Peter sent
an Epistle to the Christians of Asia Minor, in which he calls Saint Mark his son (1 Pet 5:13). When the Apostle Paul came
to Rome in chains, Saint Mark was at Ephesus, where Saint Timothy (January 22) was bishop. Saint Mark went with him
to Rome. There he also wrote his holy Gospel (ca. 62-63).

From Rome Saint Mark traveled to Egypt. In Alexandria he started a Christian school, which later produced such
famous Fathers and teachers of the Church as Clement of Alexandria, Saint Dionysius of Alexandria (October 5), Saint
Gregory Thaumatourgos (November 5), and others. Zealous for Church services, Saint Mark composed a Liturgy for the
Christians of Alexandria. Saint Mark preached the Gospel in the inner regions of Africa, and he was in Libya at
Nektopolis.

During these journeys, Saint Mark was inspired by the Holy Spirit to go again to Alexandria and confront the pagans.
There he visited the home of Ananias, and healed his crippled hand. The dignitary happily took him in, listened to his
words, and received Baptism. Following the example of Ananias, many of the inhabitants of that part of the city where he
lived were also baptized. This roused the enmity of the pagans, and they wanted to kill Saint Mark. Having learned of this,
Saint Mark made Ananias a bishop, and the three Christians Malchos, Sabinos, and Kerdinos were ordained presbyters to
provide the church with leadership after his death. The pagans seized Saint Mark when he was serving the Liturgy. They
beat him, dragged him through the streets and threw him in prison. There Saint Mark was granted a vision of the Lord
Jesus Christ, Who strengthened him before his sufferings. On the following day, the angry crowd again dragged the saint
through the streets to the courtroom, but along the way Saint Mark died saying, “Into Your hands, O Lord, I commend my
spirit.” The pagans wanted to burn the saint’s body, but when they lit the fire, everything grew dark, thunder crashed, and
there was an earthquake. The pagans fled in terror, and Christians took up the body of Saint Mark and buried it in a stone
crypt. This was on April 4, 63. The Church celebrates his memory on April 25.

In the year 310, a church was built over the relics of Saint Mark. In 820, when the Moslem Arabs had established their
rule in Egypt and oppressed the Christian Church, the relics of Saint Mark were transferred to Venice and placed in the
church named for him.

In the ancient iconographic tradition, which adopted symbols for the holy Evangelists borrowed from the vision of
Saint John the Theologian (Rev 4:7) and the prophecy of Ezekiel (Ez. 1:10), the holy Evangelist Mark is represented by a
lion, symbolizing the might and royal dignity of Christ (Rev 5:5).

Saint Mark wrote his Gospel for Gentile Christians, emphasizing the words and deeds of the Savior which reveal His
divine Power. Many aspects of his account can be explained by his closeness to Saint Peter. The ancient writers say that
the Gospel of Mark is a concise record of Saint Peter’s preaching. One of the central theological themes in the Gospel of
Saint Mark is the power of God achieving what is humanly impossible. The Apostles performed remarkable miracles with
Christ (Mark 16:20) and the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:11) working through them. His disciples were told to go into the world
and preach the Gospel to all creatures (Mark 13:10, 16:15), and that is what they did.



el koA

Saint Mark
April 25

Saint James
April 30

Apostle James the Brother of Saint John the Theologian
April 30

The Holy Apostle James, the son of Zebedee, was the brother of Saint John the Theologian, and one of the Twelve
Apostles. He and his brother, Saint John, were called to be Apostles by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who called them the “Sons
of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). It was this James, with John and Peter, who witnessed the Raising of the Daughter of Jairus, the
Lord’s Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, and His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Saint James, after the Descent of the Holy Spirit, preached in Spain and in other lands, and then he returned to
Jerusalem. He openly and boldly preached Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world, and he denounced the Pharisees and the
Scribes with the words of Holy Scripture, reproaching them for their malice of heart and unbelief.

The Jews could not prevail against Saint James, and so they hired the sorcerer Hermogenes to dispute with the apostle
and refute his arguments that Christ was the promised Messiah Who had come into the world. The sorcerer sent to the
apostle his pupil Philip, who was converted to belief in Christ. Then Hermogenes himself became persuaded of the power
of God, he burned his books of magic, accepted holy Baptism and became a true follower of Christ.

The Jews persuaded Herod Agrippa (40-44) to arrest the Apostle James and sentence him to death (Acts 12:1-2).
Eusebius provides some of the details of the saint’s execution (CHURCH HISTORY II, 9). Saint James calmly heard the
death sentence and continued to bear witness to Christ. One of the false witnesses, whose name was Josiah, was struck by
the courage of Saint James. He came to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. When they led the apostle forth to
execution, Josiah fell at his feet, repenting of his sin and asking forgiveness. The apostle embraced him, gave him a kiss
and said, “Peace and forgiveness to you.” Then Josiah confessed his faith in Christ before everyone, and he was beheaded
with Saint James in the year 44 at Jerusalem

Saint James was the first of the Apostles to die as a martyr.

Sunday of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women with the Noble Joseph
April 30

The Myrrh-bearing women are those women who followed the Lord, along with His Mother. They remained with her
during the time of the saving Passion, and anointed the Lord's body with myrrh. Joseph and Nikédémos asked for and
received the Lord's body from Pilate. They took it down from the Cross, wrapped it in linen cloths and spices, then they
laid it in a tomb, and then they placed a great stone over the entrance of the tomb.

According to the Evangelist Matthew (27:57-61) Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joses (Mark
15:40) were there sitting opposite the sepulchre, and they saw where He had been laid. This other Mary was the Mother of
God. Not only were these present, but also many other women, as Saint Luke says (24:10).

Today the Church honors Saints Mary Magdalene (July 22), Mary the wife of Cleopas (May 23), Joanna (June 27),
Salome, mother of the sons of Zebedee (August 3), Martha and Mary, sisters of Lazarus (June 4), and the Most Holy
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, who was the stepmother of her husband Joseph’s sons James (October 23) and Joses
(October 30). Today we also remember Saint Joseph of Arimathea (July 31), who was a secret disciple (John 19:38), and
Saint Nikédémos, who was a disciple by night (John 3:3; 19:38).



UPCOMING DIOCESAN & PARISH EVENTS

St Olympia Orthodox Church — Next Parish Council Meeting
7:30 PM Monday, May 8§, 2023

Diocesan Altar Servers Retreat
Saturday, May 20
Holy Resurrection Church, Wayne, NJ

Presbyters’ Council Meeting
Thursday, June 1, at 11:00 AM
Diocesan Chancery, Bronxville NY

WEEKDAY VESPERS AT THE HERMITAGE OF ST OLYMPIA
Weekdays at 4 PM
For information please contact Mother Sophronia at mothersophronia@gmail.com
or via Facebook: Nun Sophronia Hofstead.

: 4

= Let us’ also exclaim, with all our h‘earts,
regardless of how we have come to
recognize Him or how we have ‘
come to learn aboutHim: / |
‘My Lord and my God!!
.~ St. Nikolai Velimirovich #,

From the sealed tomb, You did shine forth O Life!
Through closed doors You did come to Your disciples, O Christ God!
Renew in us, through them, an upright spirit,
by the greatness of Your mercy, O Resurrection of all!

Troparion of Saint Thomas Sunday
Thomas touched Your life-giving side with an eager hand, O Christ God,
when You did come to Your apostles through closed doors.

He cried out with all: You are my Lord and my God!

Kontakion of Saint Thomas Sunday



