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Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church,
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers.

Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833

Please join us for prayer and fellowship.

Upcoming Services:
Saturday, Oct 14, 21 Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke

Great Vespers: 5pm October 18

Sunday, Oct 15, 22
Divine Liturgy: 10am
Coffee and fellowship
will follow the service

The above services are
at St. Olympia Church
34 North Main Street
Norwood, NY, 13668

Mailing Address

St.Olympia Orthodox

Church PO Box 122

Canton, NY13617 Holy Great Martyr Artemius of Antioch
October 20

Let us praise with sacred songs the holy Apostle Luke, the recorder of the joyous Gospel of
Christ and the scribe of the Acts of the Apostles, for his writings are a testimony of the
Church of Christ: He is the physician of human weaknesses and infirmities. He heals the

wounds of our souls, and constantly intercedes for our salvation!
Troparion

Let us praise the godly Luke: he is the true preacher of piety, the orator of ineffable mysteries
and the star of the Church; for the Word, Who alone knows the hearts of men, chose him,
together with wise Paul, to be a teacher of the Gentiles!

Kontakion



Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke
October 18

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke, was a native of Syrian Antioch, a companion of the holy Apostle
Paul (Philippians.1:24, 2 Timothy. 4:10-11), and a physician enlightened in the Greek medical arts. Hearing
about Christ, Luke arrived in Palestine and fervently accepted the preaching of salvation from the Lord Himself.
As one of the Seventy Apostles, Saint Luke was sent by the Lord with the others to preach the Kingdom of
Heaven during the Savior’s earthly life (Luke 10:1-3). After the Resurrection, the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to
Saints Luke and Cleopas on the road to Emmaus.

Luke accompanied Saint Paul on his second missionary journey, and from that time they were inseparable.
When Paul’s coworkers had forsaken him, only Luke remained to assist him in his ministry (2 Tim. 4:10-11).
After the martyric death of the First-Ranked Apostles Peter and Paul, Saint Luke left Rome to preach in Achaia,
Libya, Egypt and the Thebaid. He ended his life by suffering martyrdom in the city of Thebes.

Tradition credits Saint Luke with painting the first icons of the Mother of God. “Let the grace of Him Who
was born of Me and My mercy be with these Icons,” said the All-Pure Virgin after seeing the icons. Saint Luke
also painted icons of the First-Ranked Apostles Peter and Paul. Saint Luke’s Gospel was written in the years 62-
63 at Rome, under the guidance of the Apostle Paul. In the preliminary verses (1:1-3), Saint Luke precisely sets
forth the purpose of his work. He proposes to record, in chronological order, everything known by Christians
about Jesus Christ and His teachings. By doing this, he provided a firmer historical basis for Christian teaching
(1:4). He carefully investigated the facts, and made generous use of the oral tradition of the Church and of what
the All-Pure Virgin Mary Herself had told him (2:19, 51).

In Saint Luke’s Gospel, the message of the salvation made possible by the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
preaching of the Gospel, are of primary importance. Saint Luke also wrote the Acts of the Holy Apostles at
Rome around 62-63 A.D. The Book of Acts, which is a continuation of the four Gospels, speaks about the
works and the fruits of the holy Apostles after the Ascension of the Savior. At the center of the narrative is the
Council of the holy Apostles at Jerusalem in the year 51, a Church event of great significance, which resulted in
the separation of Christianity from Judaism and its independent dissemination into the world (Acts 15:6-29).
The theological focus of the Book of Acts is the coming of the Holy Spirit, Who will guide the Church “into all
truth” (John 16:13) until the Second Coming of Christ. ...

Holy Martyr Longinus the Centurion
October 16

Longinus, you beheld the King of Glory
who was nailed to the Cross,
yet shone on those in darkness.
You were enlightened by His rays
and became a martyr and save those who cry:
Glory to Him who gave you strength!
Glory to Him who granted you a crown!
Glory to Him who through you grants healing to all!




Holy Great Martyr Artemius of Antioch
October 20

Holy Great Martyr Artemius of Antioch was a prominent military leader during the reigns of the emperor
Constantine the Great (May 21), and his son and successor Constantius (337-361). Artemius received many
awards for distinguished service and courage. He was appointed viceroy of Egypt. In this official position he
did much for the spreading and strengthening Christianity in Egypt.

Saint Artemius was sent by the emperor Constantius to bring the relics of the holy Apostle Andrew from
Patras, and the relics of the holy Apostle Luke from Thebes of Boeotia, to Constantinople. The holy relics were
placed in the Church of the Holy Apostles beneath the table of oblation. The emperor rewarded him by making
him ruler of Egypt.

The emperor Constantius was succeeded on the throne by Julian the Apostate (361-363). Julian in his desire
to restore paganism was extremely antagonistic towards Christians, sending hundreds to their death. At Antioch
he ordered the torture of two bishops unwilling to forsake the Christian Faith.

During this time, Saint Artemius arrived in Antioch and publicly denounced Julian for his impiety. The
enraged Julian subjected the saint to terrible tortures and threw the Great Martyr Artemius into prison. While
Artemius was praying, Christ, surrounded by angels, appeared to him and said, “Take courage, Artemius! [ am
with you and will preserve you from every hurt which is inflicted upon you, and I already have prepared your
crown of glory. Since you have confessed Me before the people on earth, so shall I confess you before My
Heavenly Father. Therefore, take courage and rejoice, you shall be with Me in My Kingdom.” Hearing this,
Artemius rejoiced and offered up glory and thanksgiving to Him.

On the following day, Julian demanded that Saint Artemius honor the pagan gods. Meeting with steadfast
refusal, the emperor resorted to further tortures. The saint endured all without a single moan. The saint told
Julian that he would be justly recompensed for his persecution of Christians. Julian became furious and resorted
to even more savage tortures, but they did not break the will of the saint. Finally the Great Martyr Artemius was
beheaded.

His relics were buried by Christians. After the death of Saint Artemius, his prophecy about Julian the
Apostate’s impending death came true.

Julian left Antioch for a war with the Persians. Near the Persian city of Ctesiphon, Julian came upon an
elderly Persian, who agreed to betray his countrymen and guide Julian’s army. The old man deceived Julian and
led his army into the Karmanite wilderness, where there was neither food nor water. Tired from hunger and
thirst, Julian’s army battled against fresh Persian forces.

Divine retribution caught up with Julian the Apostate. During the battle he was mortally wounded by an
unseen hand and an unseen weapon. Julian groaned deeply said, “You have conquered, Galilean!” After the
death of the apostate emperor, the relics of the Great Martyr Artemius were transferred with honor from
Antioch to Constantinople. ...

Your holy martyr Artemios, O Lord, through his sufferings has received an incorruptible

crown from You, our God. For having Your strength, he laid low his adversaries, and

shattered the powerless boldness of demons. Through his intercessions, save our souls!
Troparion

Let us gather to sing worthy hymns in honor of Artemios, the pious and victorious martyr
who defeated his enemies: He is great among martyrs and generous in performing miracles,
and he intercedes with the Lord on behalf of us all!

Kontakion



PARISH WISH LIST
A wish list to help our parish grow!
SPECIAL, one-time needs or items
A Changing Table for our newly remodeled, accessible restroom

RECURRING needs:

Paper Plates (small and large), Paper Bowls, Hot Cups
Napkins

Plastic Utensils, especially Forks

Paper Towels

Toilet Paper

Holy Mother Olympia, pray to God for us!

UPCOMING DIOCESAN & PARISH EVENTS

Diocesan Christian Education Workshops,
Saturday, October 21, 2023; 10 AM To 3 PM

Diocesan Assembly — November 2-3, 2023
St Peter and Paul Orthodox Church, 76 Whitehead Ave, South River, New Jersey 08882

St Olympia Parish Council Meeting
Monday, November 13, 7:30 PM via Google Meet

WEEKDAY VESPERS 5 PM AT THE HERMITAGE OF ST OLYMPIA
For information please contact Mother Sophronia at mothersophronia@gmail.com
or via Facebook: Nun Sophronia Hofstead.

What salt is for any food, humility is for every virtue. To acquire it, a man must always think of
himself with contrition, self-belittlement and painful self-judgment. But if we acquire it, it will
make us sons of God.

Venerable Isaac the Syrian, bishop of Nineveh

Therefore, my brother, ask for repentance in your prayer and nothing else, neither for divine
lights, nor miracles, nor prophecies, nor spiritual gifts - nothing but repentance. Repentance will
bring you humility, humility will bring the Grace of God, and God will have in His Grace everything
you need for your salvation, or anything you might need to help another soul.

St. Paisios the Athonite



