
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy	Apostle	James,	son	of	Alphaeus	
October	9	

	

	
	

Apostle	Philip	of	the	Seventy,	One	of	the	Seven	Deacons	
October	11	

	
 
Let	us	bless	James,	praising	him	as	the	messenger	of	God,	for	he	filled	the	souls	of	the	pious	with	wise	
dogmas.	Standing	at	the	throne	of	glory	before	the	Master,	he	rejoices	with	all	the	angels	
unceasingly	praying	for	us	all.	

Kontakion	
	
Filled	with	divine	grace,	you	served	God	the	Word	as	a	deacon	of	the	Church,	O	Apostle	Philip.	By	the	
working	of	miracles	and	by	signs	from	God	you	enlightened	the	multitudes	of	Samaria.	O	blessed	
one,	entreat	Christ	our	God	to	grant	us	His	great	mercy.	

Troparion	

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

 Fr. Nikolay Khalimonov. Priest-in-Charge, 323-851-7989, nkhalimonov@yahoo.com 
Fr. Alexy Karlgut, Dean/Administrator, 607-759-1833  

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
 

Upcoming Services:    
Saturday, October 7, 15 
Great Vespers: 5pm  

Sunday, October 8, 16 
Divine Liturgy: 10am 
Coffee and fellowship 
will follow the service  

The above services are 
at St. Olympia Church 
34 North Main Street 
Norwood, NY, 13668 

Mailing Address               
St.Olympia Orthodox 
Church PO Box 122 
Canton, NY13617  

 



Holy Apostle James, son of Alphaeus 
October 9 

 
Holy Apostle James the son of Alphaeus one of the Twelve Apostles was the brother of the holy Evangelist 

Matthew. He heard the Lord’s words and witnessed His miracles. After the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the 
Apostle James Alphaeus and the Apostle Andrew the First-Called (November 30), made missionary journeys 
preaching in Judea, Edessa, Gaza, Eleutheropolis, proclaiming the Gospel, healing all sorts of sickness and 
disease, and converting many to the path of salvation. Saint James finished his apostolic work In the Egyptian 
city of Ostrachina, where he was crucified by the pagans. 

 
 

 
 

 
Apostle Philip of the Seventy, One of the Seven Deacons 

October 11 
 

Holy Apostle Philip of the Seventy, one of the 7 Deacons is not to be confused with Saint Philip one of the 
Twelve Apostles (November 14). This Philip was born in Palestine, was married and had children. 

After the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the Twelve Apostles made Philip a deacon in the Church of Jerusalem. 
Along with the other six deacons, they appointed him to deal with the offerings of the faithful and attend to the 
concerns of the widowed, the orphaned and the needy. The eldest among the seven deacons was the holy 
Archdeacon Stephen. When the persecution of Christians began, the Jews stoned the Protomartyr Stephen. The 
Apostle Philip left Jerusalem and settled in Samaria. There he successfully preached Christianity. Among the 
disciple’s converts was the noted magician Simon, who “after being baptized, continued with Philip.” (Acts 8:9-
13) 

At the command of an angel of the Lord, Saint Philip set out upon the road connecting Jerusalem with Gaza. 
There he met an official of the empress of Ethiopia, whom also he converted to Christianity (Acts 8:26-39). The 
holy disciple Philip tirelessly preached the Word of God in many of the lands of the Near East adjoining 
Palestine. At Jerusalem the Apostles made him a bishop and sent him to Tralles in Asia Minor, where he also 
baptized many. Saint Philip died in old age. 
 
 
 
 



Saint Cosmas the Hymnographer, Bishop of Maiuma 
October 12 

Saint Cosmas the Hymnographer, Bishop of Maiuma, was a native of Jerusalem. He was raised by the 
parents of Saint John of Damascus (December 4) together with their son, and he received a fine education. 
When Saint Cosmas came of age, he set out to one of the monasteries of Palestine, where he attained renown for 
his monastic exploits. 

During a time of persecution against holy icons Saint Cosmas, and the venerable John, came forward to 
defend Orthodoxy. In the year 743 Cosmas was made Bishop of Maiuma. He died in old age, leaving behind 
many canons for feast days and a Triodion for four days of Holy Week. 
In Slavic usage Saint Cosmas the Hymnographer is commemorated on October 12, but on October 14, 
according to Greek usage. 
 
O Champion of Orthodoxy, teacher of purity and of true worship, the enlightener of the universe and the 
adornment of the Hierarchs: O all-wise Father Cosmas, Your teachings have gleamed with light upon all 
things. Intercede before Christ our God to save our souls! 

Troparion 
 

 
 
 

Saint Martin the Merciful, Bishop of Tours 
October 12 

 
Saint Martin the Merciful, Bishop of Tours, was born at Sabaria in Pannonia (modern Hungary) in 316. 

Since his father was a Roman officer, he also was obliged to serve in the army. Martin did so unwillingly, for he 
considered himself a soldier of Christ, though he was still a catechumen. 

At the gates of Amiens, he saw a beggar shivering in the severe winter cold, so he cut his cloak in two and 
gave half to the beggar. That night, the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to the saint wearing Martin’s cloak. He heard 
the Savior say to the angels surrounding Him, “Martin is only a catechumen, but he has clothed Me with this 
garment.” The saint was baptized soon after this, and reluctantly remained in the army. 

Two years later, the barbarians invaded Gaul and Martin asked permission to resign his commission for 
religious reasons. The commander charged him with cowardice. Saint Martin demonstrated his courage by 
offering to stand unarmed in the front line of battle, trusting in the power of the Cross to protect him. The next 
day, the barbarians surrendered without a fight, and Martin was allowed to leave the army. 

He traveled to various places during the next few years, spending some time as a hermit on an island off 
Italy. He became friendly with Saint Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers (January 14), who made Martin an exorcist. 
After several years of the ascetic life, Saint Martin was chosen to be Bishop of Tours in 371. As bishop, Saint 
Martin did not give up his monastic life, and the place where he settled outside Tours became a monastery. In 
fact, he is regarded as the founder of monasticism in France. He conversed with angels, and had visions of 



Saints Peter and Paul (June 29) and of other saints. He is called the Merciful because of his generosity and care 
for the poor, and he received the grace to work miracles. 

After a life of devoted service to Christ and His Church, the saint fell ill at Candes, a village in his diocese, 
where he died on November 8, 397. He was buried three days later (his present Feast) at Tours. During the 
Middle Ages, many Western churches were dedicated to Saint Martin, including Saint Martin’s in Canterbury, 
and Saint Martin-in-the-Fields in London. 

In 1008, a cathedral was built at Tours over the relics of Saint Martin. This cathedral was destroyed in 1793 
during the French Revolution, together with the relics of Saint Martin and Saint Gregory of Tours (November 
17). A new cathedral was built on the site many years later. Some fragments of the relics of Saint Martin were 
recovered and placed in the cathedral, but nothing remains of Saint Gregory’s relics. 
 
In signs and in miracles you were renowned throughout Gaul. By grace and adoption you are a light for the 
world, O Martin, blessed of God. Almsgiving and compassion filled your life with their splendors, teaching and 
wise counsel were your riches and treasures, which you dispense freely to those who honor you. 

Troparion 
 

	
PARISH	WISH	LIST	

A	wish	list	to	help	our	parish	grow!	
SPECIAL,	one-time	needs	or	items	
	 A	Changing	Table	for	our	newly	remodeled,	accessible	restroom	
	
RECURRING	needs:	
	 Paper	Plates	(small	and	large),	Paper	Bowls,	Hot	Cups	
	 Napkins	
	 Plastic	Utensils,	especially	Forks	
	 Paper	Towels	
	 Toilet	Paper	

Holy	Mother	Olympia,	pray	to	God	for	us!	
	

	
UPCOMING	DIOCESAN	&	PARISH	EVENTS	

Diocesan Assembly – November 2-3, 2023 
St Peter and Paul Orthodox Church, 76 Whitehead Ave, South River, New Jersey 08882 
St Olympia Parish Council Meeting 
Monday, November 13, 7:30 PM via Google Meet  
 

WEEKDAY VESPERS 5 PM AT THE HERMITAGE OF ST OLYMPIA 
For information please contact Mother Sophronia at mothersophronia@gmail.com 
or via Facebook: Nun Sophronia Hofstead. 

 

	


