Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church,
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers.
Our priest is Fr. Peter Irfan, Acting Rector.
You may reach him at 716-342-8520 (cell) or at fatherpeter777@yahoo.com.
Please join us for prayer and fellowship.**

** In keeping with
OCA guidelines, we
need to have a
rotation schedule for
those who wish to
attend. Please contact
Father Peter or the
Parish Council for
more information. **

Sunday of the Blind Man
May 24

The Ascension of Our Lord
May 28

Upcoming Services:
Sunday, May 24, 31
Thursday, May 28
Divine Liturgy: 10am
No coffee hour
following services
The above services are
at St. Olympia Chapel
123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY, 13676

Kontakion of the Sunday of the Blind Man
I come to You, O Christ, Blind from birth in my spiritual eyes
And I call to You in repentance: You are the most radiant light of those in darkness!

The miracle described in today’s Gospel (John 9:1-38) is even more remarkable than
it might seem at first. Saint Basil and other Fathers tell us that this was not just a case of giving sight to a blind man born
with eyes that did not function, but to someone who had no eyes at all! The second Exapostilarion for this Sunday says,
“Along the way, our Savior found a man who lacked both sight and eyes...”. The Gospel says, “Since the world began, it
was not heard that any man opened the eyes of one who was born blind” (John 9:32). There are examples in the Old
(Tobit 2:17) and New (Mark 8:22-26) Testaments of blind people receiving sight, but this is something completely
unprecedented. The Savior placed clay in the man’s empty sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam. When he
obeyed these instructions, the eyes of clay became living eyes!

Excerpt from “AND ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN....” (bold added)
by V. Rev. George Florovsky, D.D.
In the Ascension resides the meaning and the fullness of Christ’s Resurrection.
The Lord did not rise in order to return again to the fleshly order of life, so as to live again and commune with the
disciples and the multitudes by means of preaching and miracles. Now he does not even stay with them, but only
“appears” to them during the forty days, from time to time, and always in a miraculous and mysterious manner. “He was
not always with them now, as He was before the Resurrection,” comments Saint John Chrysostom. “He came and again
disappeared, thus leading them on to higher conceptions. He no longer permitted them to continue in their former
relationship toward Him, but took effectual measures to secure these two objects: That the fact of His Resurrection should
be believed, and that He Himself should be ever after apprehended to be greater than man.” There was something new and
unusual in His person (cf. John 21:1-14). As Saint John Chrysostom says, “It was not an open presence, but a certain
testimony of the fact that He was present.” That is why the disciples were confused and frightened. Christ arose not in the
same way as those who were restored to life before Him. Theirs was a resurrection for a time, and they returned to life in
the same body, which was subject to death and corruption—returned to the previous mode of life. But Christ arose for
ever, unto eternity. He arose in a body of glory, immortal and incorruptible. He arose, never to die, for “He clothed the
mortal in the splendor of incorruption.” His glorified Body was already exempt from the fleshly order of existence. “It is
sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body” (I Cor. 15:42-44). This mysterious transformation
of human bodies, of which Saint Paul was speaking in the case of our Lord, had been accomplished in three days. Christ’s
work on earth was accomplished. He had suffered, was dead and buried, and now rose to a higher mode of existence. By
His Resurrection He abolished and destroyed death, abolished the law of corruption, “and raised with Himself the whole
race of Adam.” Christ has risen, and now “no dead are left in the grave” And now He ascends to the Father, yet He does
not “go away,” but abides with the faithful for ever. For He raises the very earth with Him to heaven, and even higher than
any heaven. God’s power, in the phrase of Saint John Chrysostom, “manifests itself not only in the Resurrection, but in
something much stronger.” For “He was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19).
And with Christ, man’s nature ascends also.
“We who seemed unworthy of the earth, are now raised to heaven,” says Saint John Chrysostom. “We who were
unworthy of earthly dominion have been raised to the Kingdom on high, have ascended higher than heaven, have came to
occupy the King’s throne, and the same nature from which the angels guarded Paradise, stopped not until it ascended to
the throne of the Lord.” By His Ascension the Lord not only opened to man the entrance to heaven, not only appeared
before the face of God on our behalf and for our sake, but likewise “transferred man” to the high places. “He honored
them He loved by putting them close to the Father.” God quickened and raised us together with Christ, as Saint Paul says,
“and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Ephes. 2:6). Heaven received the inhabitants of the earth.
“The First fruits of them that slept” sits now on high, and in Him all creation is summed up and bound together. “The
earth rejoices in mystery, and the heavens are filled with joy.”
“The terrible ascent....” Terror-stricken and trembling stand the angelic hosts, contemplating the Ascension of Christ.
And trembling they ask each other, “What is this vision? One who is man in appearance ascends in His body higher than
the heavens, as God.”
Thus the Office for the Feast of the Ascension depicts the mystery in a poetical language. As on the day of Christ’s
Nativity the earth was astonished on beholding God in the flesh, so now the Heavens do tremble and cry out. “The Lord of
Hosts, Who reigns over all, Who is Himself the head of all, Who is preeminent in all things, Who has reinstated creation
in its former order—He is the King of Glory.” And the heavenly doors are opened: “Open, Oh heavenly gates, and receive
God in the flesh.” It is an open allusion to Psalms 24:7-10, now prophetically interpreted. “Lift up your heads, Oh ye
gates, and be lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord
strong and mighty....” Saint Chrysostom says, “Now the angels have received that for which they have long waited, the
archangels see that for which they have long thirsted. They have seen our nature shining on the King’s throne, glistening
with glory and eternal beauty.... Therefore they descend in order to see the unusual and marvelous vision: Man appearing
in heaven.”
The Ascension is the token of Pentecost, the sign of its coming,
“The Lord has ascended to heaven and will send the Comforter to the world”
Full homily at https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2020/05/28/42-the-ascension-of-our-lord

