Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church,
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers.
Our priest is Fr. Peter Irfan, Acting Rector.
You may reach him at 716-342-8520 (cell) or at fatherpeter777@yahoo.com.
Please join us for prayer and fellowship.**

** Archbishop Michael
has blessed us to worship
with up to ten (10)
households per service.
Please contact Father
Peter if you are planning
to attend. **

Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas
October 6
Thomas, the faithful servant and disciple of Christ, filled with divine grace,
cried out from the depth of his love: “You are my Lord and my God!”

Upcoming Services:
Sunday, October 4, 11
Divine Liturgy: 10 am
Saturday, October 10
Vespers: 5 PM
Send off for Father Peter!
**Social Distancing
guidelines must be
observed.
The above services are at
St. Olympia Chapel
123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY, 13676

Glorification of Saint Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow,
Enlightener of the Aleuts and Apostle to America

Archbishop Michael’s Visit to Our Parish and the Hermitage!

The Holy and Glorious Apostle Thomas was born in the Galilean city of Pansada and was a fisherman.
Hearing the good tidings of Jesus Christ, he left all and followed after Him. The Apostle Thomas is included in the
number of the holy Twelve Apostles of the Savior.
According to Holy Scripture, the holy Apostle Thomas did not believe the reports of the other disciples about the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ: “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the
nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).
On the eighth day after the Resurrection, the Lord appeared to the Apostle Thomas and showed him His wounds.
“My Lord and my God,” the Apostle cried out (John 20:28). “Thomas, being once weaker in faith than the other
apostles,” says Saint John Chrysostom, “toiled through the grace of God more bravely, more zealously and tirelessly
than them all, so that he went preaching over nearly all the earth, not fearing to proclaim the Word of God to
savage nations.”
Some icons depicting this event are inscribed “The Doubting Thomas.” This is incorrect. In Greek, the inscription
reads, “The Touching of Thomas.” In Slavonic, it says, “The Belief of Thomas.” When Saint Thomas touched the Lifegiving side of the Lord, he no longer had any doubts.
According to Church Tradition, the holy Apostle Thomas founded Christian churches in Palestine, Mesopotamia,
Parthia, Ethiopia and India. Preaching the Gospel earned him a martyr’s death. For having converted the wife and
son of the prefect of the Indian city of Meliapur, the holy apostle was locked up in prison, suffered torture, and
finally, pierced with five spears, he departed to the Lord.

Glorification of Saint Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts and Apostle to
America (in the world John Popov-Veniaminov), was born on August 26, 1797 in the village of Anginsk in the Irkutsk
diocese, into the family of a sacristan. The boy mastered his studies at an early age and by age seven, he was reading the
Epistle in church. In 1806 they sent him to the Irkutsk seminary. In 1814, the new rector thought it proper to change the
surnames of some of the students. John Popov received the surname Veniaminov in honor of the deceased Archbishop
Benjamin of Irkutsk (+ July 8, 1814). On May 13, 1817 he was ordained deacon for the Irkutsk Annunciation church, and
on May 18, 1821, he was ordained priest.
The missionary service of the future Apostle of America and Siberia began with the year 1823. Father John spent 45
years laboring for the enlightenment of the peoples of Kamchatka, the Aleutian Islands, North America, Yakutsk, the
Khabarov frontier, performing his apostolic exploit in severe conditions and at great risks to life. Saint Innocent baptized
ten thousand people, and built churches, beside which he founded schools and he himself taught the fundamentals of the
Christian life. His knowledge of various crafts and arts aided him in his work.
Father John was a remarkable preacher. During the celebration of the Liturgy, memorial services and the all-night
Vigil, he incessantly guided his flock. During his time of endless travels, Father John studied the languages, customs and
habits of the peoples, among whom he preached. His work in geography, ethnography and linguistics received worldwide
acclaim. He composed an alphabet and grammar for the Aleut language and translated the Catechism, the Gospel and
many prayers into that language. One of the finest of his works was the Indication of the Way into the Kingdom of
Heaven (1833), translated into the various languages of the peoples of Siberia and appearing in more than 40 editions.
Thanks to the toil of Father John, the Yakut people in 1859 first heard the Word of God and divine services in their own
native language.
On November 29, 1840, after the death of his wife, Father John was tonsured a monk with the name Innocent by Saint
Philaret, the Metropolitan of Moscow, in honor of Saint Innocent of Irkutsk. On December 15, Archimandrite Innocent
was consecrated Bishop of Kamchatka, the Kurile and Aleutian Islands. On April 21, 1850 Bishop Innocent was elevated
to the rank of archbishop. By the Providence of God on January 5, 1868, Saint Innocent succeeded Metropolitan Philaret
on the Moscow cathedra. Through the Holy Synod, Metropolitan Innocent consolidated the secular missionary efforts of
the Russian Church.
Saint Innocent fell asleep in the Lord on March 31, 1879, on Holy Saturday, and was buried at the Holy Spirit Church
of the Trinity-Saint Sergius Lavra. On October 6, 1977, Saint Innocent was glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church.
His memory is celebrated three times during the year: on March 31, the day of his blessed repose, on October 5 (Synaxis
of the Moscow Hierarchs), and on October 6, the day of his glorification.
(Edited, from the OCA website)

You evangelized the northern people of America and Asia, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ to the natives in
their own tongues. Holy Hierarch Father Innocent, enlightener of Alaska and all America, your ways were
ordered by the Lord! Pray to Him for the salvation of our souls in His heavenly Kingdom!
Troparion to Saint Innocent

