
Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

Our priest is Fr. Peter Irfan, Acting Rector.
You may reach him at 716-342-8520 (cell) or at fatherpeter777@yahoo.com.

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
Divine Liturgies are held every Sunday at 10 am.

Great Vespers are held every Saturday evening at 5 pm.

Services this week:
Saturday, September 7th
Great Vespers - 5:00 pm

Sunday, September 8th
Nativity of the Theotokos
Matins - 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy - 10:00 am 

Lunch and fellowship will 
follow the service

The above services are at 
St. Olympia Chapel 
123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY, 13676

Also:

Daily Reader’s Vespers 
at 5 pm at St. Olympia Her-
mitage, Edwards, NY

Visitors are welcome to at-
tend. E-mail
mothersophronia@gmail.com 
to confirm and for directions. 

Excerpts from 

A Diary of a 
Russian Priest 

To free ourselves from inner 
chaos, we must recognize ob-
jective order.

* * * 
How difficult is our approach 
to god, especially in the case 
of some of us, when every-
thing--even nature, heredity, 
and the entire composition 
of man--builds up a wall be-
tween him and God.  The 
kind of man we most often 
encounter presents a combi-
nation of three traits: (1) pride-
-faith in his own strength, de-
light in his own creations; (2) 
a passionate love of earthly 
life; and (3) the absence of 
any sense of sin.  How can 
such men approach God? As 
they now are, they are hope-
lessly isolated from God; they 
do not even feel the need of 
Him.  And this is precisely the 
kind of personality that is de-
veloped in the conditions of 
modern life, through educa-
tion, literature and so on.  The 
idea of God is erased from the 
soul.  What catastrophes are 
required, before such a man 
can be reborn!

* * * 
The sense of deep sinful-
ness experienced by saints is 
caused by their nearness to 
the source of light--to Christ.

Links in this bulletin are not live.  
Enter https://www.projectmexico.org/homebuilding/#2020 to support these 

efforts.

Starting the new liturgical year and school year with enthusiasm. We 
welcomed students, visitors and our St. Olympia family members.


