Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church,
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers.
Our priest is Fr. Peter Irfan, Acting Rector.
You may reach him at 716-342-8520 (cell) or at fatherpeter777@yahoo.com.
Please join us for prayer and fellowship.
Divine Liturgies are held every Sunday at 10 am.
Great Vespers are held every Saturday evening at 5 pm.

Next Services
Saturday, February 9th
Great Vespers
5:00 pm
Fr. Peter is available to hear
confessions before Vespers by
appointment.

Sunday, February 10th
Matins
8:45 am
Divine Liturgy
10:00 am
Fellowship to follow
at
St. Olympia Chapel
123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY, 13676

Exploring Christian Faith
St. Olympia Orthodox Church
will host a series of events on
selected Saturdays at 6 pm (following Vespers at 5 pm).
This Saturday, February 9th, we
will view the award-winning
documentary that was recorded at the Walters Art Gallery in
Baltimore, Holy Image, Holy
Space: Icons and Frescoes
from Greece.
All are welcome to join us for
pizza and a movie!
The next event will be on 16th
at 6 pm with the showing of
the Russian film, The Island.

We were blessed to share fellowship with Fr. Stephen Turner, Vicar at the Anglican Church of Christ the King in Watertown, and his wife Rose, following our
celebration of the Meeting of the Lord. They have a deep love of Orthodoxy and
it was a pleasure to welcome them!

Luke 18:35-43
Note: the following article was written by an anonymous contributor.
It is included here by permission.

In this Gospel passage we find an encounter between Jesus and a blind man who, as we learn from Mark
10:46, was called Bartimaeus. It’s an encounter in four stages, a journey of four steps. The first stage is
blindness, as we see in verse Luke 18:35: “It happened, as He [Jesus] was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the road begging.”
Now, blindness was, sadly, a very common problem in Palestine, an illness of which very few were ever
healed. In the city of Jaffa, for example, there were 500 blind people out of a population of 5,000. Now,
the Law of Moses commanded the God’s People to care for the blind; Leviticus 19:14 says, “You shall not
curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind.” Nonetheless, there was still a cultural and
religious stigma against blindness. Remember how, in the story of the man born blind, in John 9:2, the
disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” There was
an assumption that those who were blind deserved their blindness as a consequence of sin, either by the
individual himself, or because of something the parents did. As a result, blind people were often ignored,
sometimes even persecuted. And because this man Bartimaeus was blind, he was relegated to a life of
begging. All he could do all day was just sit there, waiting for something to happen, because there was
nothing he could do to improve his condition.
This first part of the story is really a word picture for our spiritual condition, isn’t it? In 2 Corinthians 4:4
the Apostle states that “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they cannot see
the light of the gospel.” The bad news is that apart from Christ we are spiritually blind and there’s nothing
we can do to change that on our own. And yes, the good news is that just as Jesus gives sight to those who
are physically blind, so too He grants spiritual insight to those who are in moral darkness. BUT Bartimaeus
knew he was blind, and so did everyone else; and he acknowledged that he was blind. But what about you
and me? Are any of us trying to act like we’re not spiritually blind this morning? The first thing we need to
do is to admit that without Christ we’re just as blind in a spiritual sense as this man was in a physical sense.
Now, take a look at verse 36: “And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant.” This man
was smart. He knew there’d be a mass of people in Jericho that day preparing to make the final journey to
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. That’s why he was sitting by the side of the road with his hand out. But
he could hear and sense something different in this commotion and excitement. So he’s curious and asks
what’s happening. Some folks in the crowd hear and answer his question: “So they told him that Jesus of
Nazareth was passing by.” And Bartimaeus’s mind and heart begin to race. He’d heard rumors about this
Jesus, and how He could heal the blind. Could it be this Jesus was right here in front of him? It was almost
too good to be true!
And that brings us to stage two in this journey; beyond Bartimaeus’ blindness is his belief. Notice how
Bartimaeus addresses Jesus: “And he cried out, saying, ‘Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!’” The
crowd referred to Jesus by the town where He grew up, Nazareth. But Bartimaeus, seeing with the eyes
of his spirit, recognizes the Lord’s messianic heritage. He’s the Son of David, the One to Whom the Old
Testament has been pointing as the Savior of the World. This blind man can see what people in the crowd
missed: that Jesus is more than just a man from a small town in the north; that He’s the God-man, sent from
Heaven to be the Savior of the world. When Bartimaeus called out for the Son of David to have mercy on
him, he was expressing his belief that Jesus was the Messiah, and that He could heal his blindness. He
knew who Jesus was and He also knew what Jesus could do for him.
But do you and I know what Jesus can do in us and for us? That depends on whether or not we know Who
this Jesus really is. He’s much more than just a good man or a great teacher. He’s the Promised One, the
Messiah, the Savior of the world; He’s the risen and victorious Conqueror of sin, death, and hell; He’s
the ruling, reigning and returning King of kings and Lord of lords. And He is our big Brother, Who always
stands with us, Who will never leave us or forsake us, and Whose grace is always sufficient for us. In Philippians 4:13 St. Paul---who endured more than his share of suffering---nonetheless proclaims, “I can do
all things through Christ Who strengthens me.” This is the Jesus of the Gospels; this is the Jesus we need to
get to know, if ever we are to trust Him thoroughly and completely.
Bartimaeus was aware of his blindness, and his belief in Jesus was right on. But, he did more than just
believe. He took the third step in this journey by acting on what He knew to be true by his boldness. Bartimaeus knew he needed mercy, because there was nothing he could do on his own. So he called out to
Jesus for mercy. Verse 39 says that “those who went before,” the city big-shots leading this famous Rabbi
through their town, didn’t want any embarrassment; so they “warned him that he should be quiet.” Nice
try, but no cigar, because “he cried out all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me.’” This guy was
really bold and courageous! He chose to not listen to the crowd, to defy authority, to break all the cultural
rules of etiquette. He didn’t want Jesus to get away. This was his chance to receive some mercy and perhaps his sight.
Do you and I have this same kind of boldness and courage when it comes to calling out for divine help?
Maybe we don’t, because we don’t really understand our condition of blindness. Or maybe we don’t
because we don’t believe Jesus can really do anything about it. Or maybe we think that because we’re
sinners, because we’re not perfect, we don’t deserve His help. But Hebrews 4:16, knowing full well who
and what we are, broken sinners every one, nonetheless invites us and urges us to “come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
That’s what happened to Bartimaeus. Because of his boldness, say verses 40-41, “Jesus stood still and
commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, [Jesus] asked him, saying, ‘What
do you want Me to do for you?’” And notice that question! Didn’t Jesus know what Bartimaeus wanted
and needed? Of course He did; it was obvious. But Jesus wanted to respect the freedom and dignity of the
blind man by giving him the chance to speak for himself. And Bartimaeus certainly did speak: “Lord, that
I may receive my sight.”
Are you and I as bold in putting into words the cry of our heart? Have we ever verbalized our deepest
needs? Have we ever shouted out for mercy to have Jesus save us from our sins? Sometimes it seems as if
God’s ignoring us; but the truth, says James 4:2, is that “you do not have because you do not ask.” Could
it be that Jesus is waiting for you and for me to exhibit some boldness in asking Him for what we think
we need? Not that we always get it right in our asking. James 4:3 goes on to say that “You ask and do not
receive, because you ask amiss; you’re asking for the wrong thing.” But are we at least going boldly to that
throne of grace, trusting in God’s providential love for us? Or is it, “You do not have because you do not
ask”?
And that brings us to the last step in this journey. Once we admit our blindness, and place our belief, our
real trust, in Jesus as our only Savior and Lord, we can then be bold in our requests. The result? We receive
a blessing. In verse 42, “Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.’” And that
demonstrates to us a basic spiritual reality: that Jesus always responds to faith, to people who actually trust
Him and entrust themselves to Him. He may not give us what we want, but He always gives us what we
really need.
The blind man seized his moment. And this is our moment! We’re getting ready to meet the risen Jesus as
He gives us Himself, His Body and Blood, in Holy Communion. He’s here, inviting us to come boldly to
Him, not in any foolishly imagined perfection or any self-made supposed “worthiness,” but in all our brokenness and fear and sin and need, and to receive from Him “mercy and grace to help in time of need.”
That’s His offer. Will we accept it? It’s your choice...and mine too.

