
Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, 
a young and, God willing, growing community of worshipers. 

Our priest is Fr. Peter Irfan, Acting Rector.
You may reach him at 716-342-8520 (cell) or at fatherpeter777@yahoo.com.

Please join us for prayer and fellowship. 
Divine Liturgies are held every Sunday at 10 am.

Great Vespers are held every Saturday evening at 5 pm.

Services this week:
Saturday, October 26th
Great Vespers - 5:00 pm

Sunday, October 27th

Matins - 8:45 am
Divine Liturgy - 10:00 am 

Lunch and fellowship will fol-
low the service

The above services are at 
St. Olympia Chapel 
123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY, 13676

Also:

Daily Reader’s Vespers 
at 5 pm 
St. Olympia Hermitage 
Edwards, NY

Visitors are welcome to to 
attend. 
E-mail
mothersophronia@gmail.com 
to confirm and for directions. 

Introduction to Byzantine Chant
Dr. Jessica Suchy-Pilalis will be giving a concise introduction to the Byz-
antine modes. The next sessions will be on Saturday, November 2nd 
and Saturday, November 9th.  All sessions are at 4:00 pm. No previous 
chanting experience is necessary.  All materials will be provided at the 
sessions.

Excerpts from 

A Diary of a 

Russian Priest 
The indifference of believers 
is something far more dreadful 
than the fact that unbelievers 
exists.

***
The practice of theosophy, oc-
cultism, spiritualism is not only 
harmful in its effect on the 
health of the mind, but has as 
its basis an illegitimate desire 
to peer through a closed door.  
We must humbly admit the ex-
istence of a Mystery, and not try 
to slip round by the backstairs to 
eavesdrop.  Moreover, we have 
been given a supreme law of life 
which leads us straight to God
--love, a difficulty, thorny path; 
but we must follow it, bearing 
our cross, with no excursions 
into byways.

***
The death of our friends and re-
lations provides empirical con-
firmation of our faith in the in-
finite.  Our love for the departed 
is an affirmation of the existence 
of another world.  In the com-
pany of the dying, we reach the 
frontier dividing two worlds--the 
world of illusions and the real 
world: death proves to us the re-
ality of what we held to be an 
illusion, and the insubstantiality 
of what we considered real.


