Week of
September 17th
2017
You can reach Fr. Luke at
frlukacs@gmail.com
For emergencies, phone
(315) 322-8425

Please leave a clear
message and include your phone
number

Next Services
Saturday
September 23rd
Great Vespers at 5:00 pm

Sunday
September 24th
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
both at

St. Olympia Chapel
123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY
All welcome!

Visiting our Parish

On Saturday, we welcomed Alexander Zarynow, a photographer
who came to take pictures of our
chapel on behalf of the Diocese,
and Reader Lawrence Barlow who
served as his driver. Both were
with us for Vespers.

Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, a young and, God willing,
growing community of worshippers.
Join us for prayer and fellowship. Divine Liturgies are held every Sunday
and are primarily in English. Fr. Luke Majoros is our presbyter.
Visit us on Facebook or www.saintolympiaorthodoxchurch.org

Words and Images
Note: the following article has been written by an anonymous contributer.
It is included here by permission.

Have you ever noticed in Scripture that the Good News is shared with us
not just in words but in pictures? It’s true. There many illustrations and stories
used to explain the deep truths of God’s grace and our lives as Christians.
The Lord Jesus, for example, often used parables, stories, word pictures, in
His teaching. In Matthew 13:31, the Lord explains to His disciples that “The
kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his
field, which indeed is the least [the smallest] of all the seeds; but when it is
grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and nest in its branches.” Isn’t that easier to grasp than having
Him say “The kingdom of God starts small but develops?” Or think of Mark
2:1-12, the incident with the paralytic lowered through the roof by his four
friends. Jesus, seeing right to the heart of the man’s real need, says, “Son,
your sins are forgiven you.” But neither the paralytic nor our Lord’s critics
“get” that. So Jesus asks, “Which is easier to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins
are forgiven you’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk?’ But that you
may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins---He said
to the paralytic, ‘I say to you, arise, take up your bed and go to your house.’”
And he does. In Ephesians 6:10-17, Paul encourages the Christians in Ephesus, not just to be prepared for struggle in their faith life, but to “put on the
whole armor of God,” and draws a word-picture comparing the Christian life
to that of a Roman soldier. At other times Paul uses the image of a wrestler
when in 1 Timothy 6:12 he advises the young Bishop Timothy to “fight the
good fight of faith.” Similarly Hebrews 12:1 likens the Christian’s life in this
world to an Olympic runner when it exhorts us to “Run with endurance the
race that is before you.”
But in today’s Epistle, 2 Corinthians 4:6-15, St. Paul uses an image that may
well catch us by surprise. In verse 7 he says, “But we have this treasure [the
Good News of God’s grace] in earthen vessels [in ordinary clay pots], that
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.” The image is
a little hard for us today to grasp, because by and large in North American
cooking, unlike ordinary folks in Paul’s day, we no longer use fired clay pots
for making a stew or soup or spaghetti. We do, however, still use clay pots
as vases and as planters, to hold soil and moisture and be the context in
which a plant can grow healthy and beautiful. But in either case or use, the
illustration is a good one because it tells us the truth about ourselves, about
who and what we are.
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Consider, first of all, the characteristics of a clay pot. There’s a certain humility to a clay pot. In Paul’s day it was not the rich households, but to ordinary
and poorer households which used clay pots for cooking, clay bowls for eating and serving, clay cups for drinking, while rich folks used metal ware for
cooking and eating. Clay cookware and dinnerware was cheap. But like our
own clay planters, a vessel of clay is very good at what it does; and it does
the job day in and day out with little or no fanfare. And as much as it may
pain our ego, that’s who most of us are. We’re not super-stars; not of us well
never make page 1 of the New York Times (or at least not for anything good!).
We just are ordinary people living ordinary lives, raising our families and
doing our jobs with little or no notice. What so often we don’t “get” is that
that’s OK: that we don’t have to be super-stars in the world’s eyes to be beloved children in God’s eyes. The Good News of God’s grace in Jesus Christ
is that in order to be loved we don’t having to be like our first parents and
try to “be like God, knowing good and evil.” We just have to let ourselves be
loved, ordinary, pedestrian, and “unspecial” though we are.
And that’s a blessing, because a clay pot is somewhat fragile. If they’re
dropped they break. Frequently they get chipped or cracked. If something
boils dry in a clay cooking pot, the pot will overheat and shatter. Further,
a clay pot, especially one in Paul’s day, was imperfect. There were no machines for mixing the clay and water, no presses for shaping the vessel, no
automatic timer for the furnace. It was all done by hand, by eye, and by
guess. So each clay vessel was slightly different, and had variations in its
color and shape to go along with the chips and cracks. Yet even though a
clay pot is both fragile and imperfect, still it’s able to be used.
And that too, is Good News. So often you and I see ourselves for what we’re
not: not as physically strong as someone else, not as smart as the next guy,
not as clever or as wise or as educated or as young or as skilled or as talented
or as gifted as whomever we’re comparing ourselves to. And we therefore
conclude that we are not and cannot ever be useful to God and the kingdom of God. But the exact opposite is Paul’s exact point. “But we have this
treasure [the Gospel] in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power
may be of God and not of us.” Paul knew himself to be fragile, imperfect
and in many ways depressingly ordinary. But he knew that despite all that,
he and every believer is entrusted with the treasure of God’s love and grace,
and meant to carry that treasure to others. Yes, if we and our lives are clay
pots, we do well to try to cooperate with God’s grace and let Him make us
each a beautiful, hand painted pot or vase. But the humility, fragile nature
and imperfection of clay pots do not detract from the beauty or worth of the
treasure that they hold. In fact their plainness can even enhance the beauty
of the treasure.
There’s one other characteristic of a clay pot worth mentioning: it gets its
strength through fire. Once the vessel is shaped to what its maker wants it
to be, it’s put into a furnace and essentially baked till it’s hard. Without the
heat, without the fire, it remains just clay: mushy, porous, and altogether
pretty useless. And products of a society and culture which totally panics in
the face of suffering, even the slightest suffering, not know what to do with
it, we do well to listen again to verses 8-10: “We are hard-pressed on every
side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed---always carrying about in the
body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus may be manifested in the body.”
Kind of sounds like he’s been having more than just “one of those days,”
doesn’t it? And we can all identify with hard times and hard experiences.
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Sayings from the
Desert Fathers
Cronius was born around 285.
First, he lived in a monastery and
then left for Egypt where he served
as Anthony’s Greek interpreter.
Later he became an anchorite in
Nitria , became a priest and had
many disciples. He died around
386
Abba Cronius said that Abba Joseph of Pelusia told him the following story, “When I was living
in Sinai, there was a brother who
was good, ascetic and handsome.
He came to church for the synaxis dressed in a little old mafort
darned all over. Once when I saw
him coming to the synaxis I said
to him, Brother, do you not see
the brothers, looing like angels for
the synaxis in the church? How
can you always come here in that
garb? He said to me, “Forgive me,
Abba, but I have nothing else,” So
I took him in to my cell and gave
him a tunic and whatever else he
needed. After that he wore them
like the other brethren and was
like an angel to look at. Now once
it was necessary for the fathers to
send ten brethren to the emperor
about something or other and he
was chosen as one of the group to
go. When he heard this, he made a
prostration before his abba saying,
“In the Lord’s name, excuse me,
for I am the slave of a great man
down there and if he recognizes
me, he will deprive me of my habit
and force me to serve him again.”
The brothers were convinced and
left him behind. But later, they

But Paul isn’t trying to get sympathy from the Corinthians because of his
tough life. Even less is he bragging about how macho he is. Rather, he’s establishing his credentials as a fellow sufferer for Christ and just in the tough
experiences of life, so that he can share what he’s found in those experiences: that the Holy Spirit uses the fire of suffering to create in us a true inner
strength, the indestructible resurrection “life of Jesus” in us, not just to cope
but to keep on keeping on. That God-created strength is grounded in our
trust in God’s presence and power in our lives. Later on in his life and ministry, Paul repeats this lesson in Romans 5:3-5, insisting that “we also glory
in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit Who was given to us.” We may not like it or want to admit it, but often
it’s our struggles rather than our successes which strengthen, harden, and
demonstrate our faith and bear witness to the living Christ. And certainly that
applies to us as a parish. God’s power is demonstrated by our tenacity and
by our overcoming the seemingly continual challenges that are before us.
In verse 11, Paul continues his point by writing about the witness of persistence: “We who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested [made visible] in our mortal flesh.” The
bad news is that afflictions are not a flash in the pan, few and far between;
they’re an ongoing part of life. We have deal with these situations on a daily
basis and that’s how, in that our daily lives, we each become a witness to
the life of Jesus. Do I fall apart or get really grumpy or fearfully angry when
sufferings and disappointments and injustices hit my life like a hurricane;
or do I seek the power of the Holy Spirit to get me, not out or around but
through this fire so that the clay of life becomes fire-hardened and infused
with “the life of Jesus?” You see, it’s as, day in and day out, we die to self, so
that Jesus might live within us. In even the smallest, almost inconsequential
words and actions, the life of Jesus shines through. It’s in the ordinary and
the everyday that Jesus shines. God uses the clay pots that we are and the
struggles that we wish would go away, to demonstrate His love and grace,
and by our example to draw others into a relationship with Himself through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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