
Welcome to St. Olympia Orthodox Church, a young and, God willing, 
growing community of worshippers. 

Join us for prayer and fellowship. Divine Liturgies are held every Sunday 
and are primarily in English. Fr. Luke Majoros is our presbyter.

Visit us on Facebook or www.saintolympiaorthodoxchurch.org 

Week of
July 16th

2017
You can reach Fr. Luke at

frlukacs@gmail.com
 

For emergencies, phone
(315) 322-8425

Please leave a clear 
message and include your 

phone number

Next Services

Saturday, July 22nd
Great Vespers at 5:00 pm

Fr. Luke is available to hear 
confessions following the service

Sunday, July 23rd  
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am

Both services at 
St. Olympia Chapel 

123 Main Street
Potsdam, NY

All welcome!

Planning  Ahead

St. Olympia Feast Day 
Celebration and Parish Picnic

Sunday, July 30th
after Divine Liturgy

Parish Rummage Sale
to benefit our building fund
Saturday, August 26, 2017

Please collect items that you 
can contribute to this 

fund raiser. We ask that you 
pre-price these items before 

you bring them.

Archbishop Michael’s next 
visit to Potsdam will be:

Saturday-Sunday, 
September 9-10, 2017  

Orthodoxy and Technology
Apps for Smartphones and Tablets

There was such a positive response to the article on Ancient Faith Radio 
that it has been suggested to included other internet resources for Orthodox 
Christians. This issue will highlight apps.  Future issues may focus on e-book 
resources and websites in future issues.  

There are quite a few apps available on the web, many for free.  Some have 
been developed by Orthodox and are specific to our way of worship.  Oth-
ers are of general Christian interest.  Apps exclusively or primarily in other 
languages (such as Russian or Greek) have been excluded. Often the apps 
are available for multiple platforms.  Many of the Apple-based products were 
explored personally.  Apps for other platforms are described based on devel-
oper information or from reviews found on various Orthodox websites.  

Apps for Orthodox Calendars/Saints of the Day/Daily Readings:

Daily Readings Mobile comes in four “flavors,” two of which are free: Daily 
Readings Lite and Daily Readings Military Edition Lite (“offered to our U.S. 
Armed Services men and women with articles and prayers geared towards 
them”).  Prayers pop up at the correct time of day (e.g., ninth hour), and all 
readings are available in English, Greek and Arabic.  

Sayings from the 
Desert Fathers

Abba Zeno said, “If a man wants 
God to hear his prayer quickly, 
then before he prays for any-
thing else, even his own soul, 
when he stands and stretches 
out his hands towards God, he 
must pray with all his heart for 
his enemies.  Through this ac-
tion God will hear everything 
that he asks.”

*   *   *
Another time, the same abba 
Zeno was walking in Palestine 
and he was tired.  He sat down 
near a cucumber plant to eat 
and he said to himself, “Take a 
cucumber and eat it.  Truly it is 
only a little thing.”  But he an-
swered himself, “Thieves are 
taken away to punishment.” He 
got up and stood in the sun for 
five days.  When he was quite 
burnt he said, “You cannot bear 
punishment,” and he said to his 
thoughts, “Since you cannot 
bear punishment, do not steal, 
and do not eat.”

*   *   *
In a village there was said to 
be a man who fasted to such a 
degree that he was called “the 
Faster.”  Abba Zeno had heard 
of him and he sent for him.  The 
other came gladly.  They prayed 
and sat down.  The old man be-
gan to work in silence.  Since 
he could not succeed in talking 
to him, the Faster began to get 
bored.  So he said to the old 
man, “Pray for me, Abba, for I 
want to go.”  The old man said 
to him, ”Why?” The other re-
plied, “Because my heart is as if 
it were on fire and I do not know 
what is the matter with it.  For 
truly, when I was in the village 
and I fasted until the evening, 
nothing like this happened to 
me.”  The old man said, “In the 
village you fed yourself through 
your ears.  But go away and 
from now on eat at the ninth 
hour and whatever you do, do 
it secretly.”  As soon as he had 
begun to act on this advice, the 
Faster found it difficulty to wait 
until the ninth hour.  And those 
who knew him said, “The Fast-
er is possessed by the devil.” So 
he went to tell all this to the old 
man who said to him, “This was 
is according to God.”

Not quite as extensive nor as widely supported, but based on the Lectionary 
of the Moscow Patriarchate, is Orthodox Christian Calendar, a free app from 
the Brotherhood of Ss. Peter and Paul in Hong Kong for iPhone--and yes, you 
can select the daily readings in Chinese!  It includes the entire New Testa-
ment in its library. Two other “freebie” calendars are Orthodox Calendar in 
English and Russian, and based on the Julian   (old) calendar and  Orthodox 
Christian Calendar, which has a toggle for old vs. new calendar dates and 
gives an extensive list of saints but does not include bible readings.

There are other calendar/saints-of-the-day functions that are integrated with-
some of the more general apps that we hope to cover in the future.

Bible apps:

The only app that has both Testaments and is available on all platforms (don’t 
be mislead by the screen shot) is the Orthodox Study Bible based on NKJV at 
a cost of $8.99. Of course other translations of Protestant or Catholic bibles 
are readily available at no cost, but this is well worth the money!

A lesser-known translation is the Eastern Orthodox Bible.  At this point, it 
only includes the New Testament and is available for iPhones and iPads at 
the cost of $1.99.  The Old Testament is in progress.  The work is being shep-
herded by Orthodox Answers, OCA-DOW.

There is, however, a free alternative Orthodox New Testament app for An-
droid: English Orthodox Bible. It seems to take the New Testament of the 
Orthodox Study Bible and add some more articles of interest.

Orthodox Prayer Books:

Three Orthodox prayer books were found to be both accessible and exten-
sive.  All three allow for personalization (prayer lists).  Orthodox PrayerBook 
(iTunes) and English Orthodox Prayer Book (Android) are free.  Orthodox 
Prayers for Parents is priced at $3.99, includes an Akathist  to the Theotokos, 
Nurturer of Children, and allows you to build a photogallery of loved ones 
to remember in prayer (iTunes only).


